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PASTORAL LETTER. 



Dkas Brsthskn and Friends: 

When at the late Conyeiition of our Church in the city of Rich- 
mond, I was led to discourse on the great efficacy of God's word as 
preached by his ministers, and a desire was manifested, that the re- 
marks then made should be published and more generally diflfused, it 
will be remembered, by many of you, that I discouraged the propo- 
sal ; and I did it, as was theA stated, from a conrictiou that there 
was nothing in the general tenor of the discourse, either new or strik- 
ing, to render it worthy of publication. 

There was, howeyer, a subsequent resolution and request of the 
Conrention, which I dared not then discourage, and must not now 
neglect. 

I am thereby called upon to address a Pastoral Letter to the 
Churches, on one important and interesting topic, which was briefly, 
though earnestly, pressed in the discourse referred to : I mean the 
application of the blessed word of God, to a large and destitute por- 
tion of our fellow creatures — ^those who are in bondage to us. Sure- 
ly it was the good spirit of him who has told us '<to render that 
which is just and equal to our serrants, remembering that we, also, 
have a Master in Heaven," which put it into my heart to propose this 
subject ; and which opened the hearts of those who heard it, to de- 
sire, that for their benefit, and the benefit of others, I should dis- 
course further about it. It is the same spirit which is eyery where 
leading the humane and pious to consider what can be done for the 
real benefit of this class of our fellow beings. May it be with me 
while I write, and with you while you read these lines, and then con- 
strain us all to go and do to others, as we would they should do unto 
us in like circumstances. 

In making the spiritual necessities of a class of our fellow immor- 
tals, which is yery peculiarly situated, the subject of a special appeal, 
I hope it is unnecessary for one who has been born amongst them, 
and who has, for more than twenty years, been giving no slight con- 
sideration to their case, to say that he is well aware of the caution 
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and prudence with wkich every thing relating to the improrement of 
their condition, should be approached and handled. 

In pleading for the religious rights and privileges of an unfortunate 
portion of our fellow creatures, let none of my readers, for a mo- 
ment, suppose that I am laboring under any diseased sensibility, or 
hurried away by any romantic or over righteous feeling, which some- 
times magnifies, and thereby injures the cause which it espouses. I 
desire on this and on every other subject, to think and speak soberly 
as God's word directs. It is quite easy on this, as on some other sub' 
jects, to inflame our minds even to madness, and almost to forget that 
there are any others upon earth who have wrongs to redress and suf- 
ferings to relieve. In this world, which is under the frowns of an 
offended God, there ever has been much poverty, ignorance, suffering 
and sin. What its millennial state may be, or how soon it may ar- 
rive, I undertake not to say, for I am not skilled to interpret unfulfil- 
led prophecy. But I expect not in our day and generation to see all 
men free and equal, or every barren wilderness turned into a bloom- 
ing Eden. Nevertheless, I acknowledge the duty which rests upon 
all to hope great things and attempt great things, and look with holy 
anxiety at the signs of the times. 

We shall better promote our object, by taking the word and provi- 
dence of Qod for our guide, and seeking to turn existing evils into the 
means of future good, than by magnifying our ealamities, and thinking 
that nothing is done unless all is done. Let us, in relation to the sub- 
ject before us, form our opinion and regulate our conduct, not by the 
reasonings and theories of men, but by the will of God, as nuuie 
known to us through the many intimations contained in his word. If 
we will only take heed to that word, we shall find it the most effec- 
tual remedy for all the unhappy disorders of our fallen race. By 
examining what is the will of Qod concerning the master and the ser- 
vant, as set forth in those scriptures which so frequently recognize 
the relation, and enjoin the appropriate dispositions and duties, we 
shall best learn what our duty is toward these very dependent objects 
of our care. We cordially sympathise with those who are endeavor- 
ing to convert one of the heaviest calamities into a means of great 
good, by cherishing the American Colonization Society ; but we fear 
there are those, irho, in their zeal for this philanthropic and magnifi- 
cent scheme, forget that there are other and most important duties 
required by Almighty God, and which must be performed at once, or 
else the opportunity is lost forever. It is easy, indeed, to excuse 
Qurstlves from the performance of that which must be done at once^ 
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and which calls for the exercise of the best feelings of our nature, 
in patient and persevering effort, by the substitution of a mere rerfoal 
approbation of some generous proposal to do some mighty good. 
But will it avail before God that we highly approve some noble 
scheme, which, if successful, may transport from time to time, many 
thousands of this race to the land of their forefathers, while we are 
permitting other thousands to perish eternally through ignorance and 
vice, without an effort to prevent it. 

I fear there are too many amongst us, who are prone to indulge in 
fruitless lamentations over the condition of these, our unfortunate 
fellow-beings; and in heavy condemnations of our forefjathers' folly in 
bringing this evil upon us ; and in magnanimous wishes that all were 
free and happy in the land which heaven seems to have designed 
them, while they will not take the least trouble to prepare their 
never-dying souls for a better country than can bo found on this earth. 
It is very easy to deceive ourselves into a belief that we are most gen- 
erous in our feelings towards them, and ready to make the greatest 
sacrifices for their welfare, while, in reality, we are guilty of the most 
criminal neglect, by withholding that spiritual instruction and discip- 
line, which would infinitely outweigh every temporal blessing that 
could be lavished upon them by the most indulgent of masters. 

My object in the following address, is to urge upon all whom it may 
concern, whether masters or mistresses, ministers of religion, or pri- 
vate Christians, the duty of attending to the religious instruction of 
those who are held in bondage amongst us. 

This I shall endeavor to do. 

In the first place, — By stating some of the considerations which 
urge to the duty. 

In the second, — By noticing some of the objections which are raised 
up against it 

In the third, — I will enquire who are bound to do it. 

In the fourth, — How it may best be done. 

In the fifth and last, — Shall encourage to the performance of it, by 
referring to what has been done, and is doing elsewhere, and by some 
concluding exhortations. 

1. In the first place, I have to present some of the many considera- 
tions which urge to this duty. 

The first consideration is addressed to you, as to those who believe 
that there is a wise and gracious Providence, without whose permis- 
sion nothing can happen, and who is ever directing all events, how- 
!♦ 
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ever calamitous, to the promotion m his gloiy, and the welfare of onf^ 
race. This same Provideoce, certainly permitted a large portion of our 
fellow creatures to be brought from a foreign land, to be sold into 
bondage to our fathers, and to increase and multil^y among us, until 
they are now numbered by millions. This was accompanied, at the 
time, by cruelties the most horriUe, and has erer since been attended 
by many evils to them, to us, to our country at large, and has the 
fearful prospect of greater yet to come. Chridtians, Philanthropists 
and Politicians, all look forward with painful forebodings, not know- 
ing what the end may be. But is there no hope? Is not God, who 
permitted it, able to bring some good out of all this evil, and make eveD 
the crimes and misfortunes of men minister to his glory, and be the 
channels of his merey? Can faith find no way of tumiog eren this 
great calamity to good ? Is it to be all eyil, in the past, the present,. 
the future, to themselves, to the land whence they came, and that 
onto which they have come? Were they only sent hither to labor 
and toil for us — to lay waste our lands — ^to provoke our passions — 
and yet to receive no good themselves, and send back no blessing to 
their injured country ? Can we discover no token for good in this 
mysterious dispensation of Providence? When we remember how 
their captive fathers were brought from a land of Pagan darkness 
and cruelty, to one of Christian light, and compare the religious ad 
vantages which their descendents may have, with the horrible super- 
stitions which yet prevail in Africa, there is a pleasing consolation in 
the thought, that, notwithstanding much of evil in their present con- 
dition , great spiritual good may result to their unhappy race, through 
the knowledge of a Redeemer. But this must be done through 
the instrumentality of man; and it becomes us, as Christians, to en« 
qmre how far we are concurring with the designs of Providence, and 
seeking to promote this most desiraUe object. We are either in a 
spirit of faith and holy love doing this, or we have inherited, and are 
acting upon, the sordid and covetous spirit of our forefathers, wh:> 
sought only their own profit and pleasure in transporting their fellow- 
creatures to these shores. Except we are co-operating with Heaven's 
gracious design, by giving them those religious advantages whidi they 
could not hare in the land of their forefathers ; if we are merely use- 
ing them for our convenience and profit, as we do the inferior animals 
who are subject to us, we may indeed say, as did the Jews in the 
time of Christ, had we lived in the days of our fathers, we would not 
have been partakers with them in their evil deeds ; but by our conduct 
we thall be witnesses against ourselves, that we are the children of 
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» these Others, and have the same sordid spirit which was in. them, 
which seeks only its own, and not another's welfare. Surely I need 
not dwell oa this point ; the mere suggestion will lead the truly pious 
and benevolent into that train of thought which must bring them to 
the desbed conclusion. 

In the second place, let me add to the foregoing plain indication of 
Providence, that God hath expressed his will on the subject in his 
word, at sundry times, and in divers manners, so particularly and em- 
phatically, that there can be no misunderstanding of it. That word 
i» addressed to all men, but most emphatically to the poor. To the 
poor the Gospel is preached. It would have been strange, indeed, if 
he who foresees all things, and of course knows how large a portion of 
the Jiuman race would live in bondage, should not have said many 
things to them, applying his holy precepts and promises to their pecu- 
liar circumstances. Such a class there had been before the law which 
eame by Moses, was delivered from Mount Sinai, and it was twice 
recognised in that divine code. Abraham, the father of the faithful, 
was surrounded by hundreds, and God made manifest his will as to 
the duty of masters, by commanding him to initiate his servants into 
the Church by the consecrated rite. As Abraham was the Priest and 
Patriarch in his family, he doubtless accompanied this ceremony with 
due instuction, and followed it with that holy discipline which be^ 
longs to the household of faith. If we turn to the laws delivered by 
Moses, we find frequent references to this relation; and very many 
directions as to the right performance of the duties resulting there- 
from. It is worthy of remark, how, in the fourth article of that 
moral code which is the sum and substance of all God's command- 
ments, parents and children, masters and servants, are identified to- 
gether, and required to keep holy the Sabbath, in such a way as to 
show that God expects his faithful ones to command their households 
after them. If we open the New Testament, we shall find, that, as 
there were throughout all the churches, those in bondage who had 
been called to the glorious liberty of the sons of God, so did the Holy 
Spirit address many special directions and exhortations to them, and 
to their masters in their behalf. The chief of the Apostles, who di- 
rects that we mind not high things, but condescend to men of low 
estate, sets us the example, by the frequent appeals which he makes 
to them and their masters, by writing one whole epistle concerning a 
servant who had fled from his master, and by the particular charge 
n^ch he gives to Titus, his own son in the faith, not to neglect this 
part of his duty. Though a mere reference to these high authorities 
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ought to be, and I trnst will be, amply sufficient to place this duty 
beyond all question in your minds, I cannot forbear to direct your 
attention to a few passages in God's word, in order the more deeply 
to impress upon you a conviction of the claims which this portion of 
our fellow-beings has upon our active benevolence. St. Paul, in his 
epistle to the Romans, says — ''masters render unto your servants that 
which is just and equal, knowing that ye, also, have a master in hea* 
ven.^' The plain meanmg of which is, that in our behavior towards 
those who serve us, we are to imitate the conduct of our Heavenly 
Master towards ourselves. Now, when we remember how that Mas- 
ter not only feeds and clothes our dying bodies, and provides for our 
comfort in this life, but nourishes and instructs our immortal souls, and 
makes rich provision for their future and eternal happiness, how can 
we suppose that we have done that which is just and equal and kind 
and generous, when we have done nothing for their never-dying souls. 
Oan any indulgences, kindness and generous provisions for their pre- 
sent comfort, compensate for a neglect which may prove fatal to their 
everlasting peace! 

There is, also, a direction of our blessed Lord, which should have 
the weight of ten thousand arguments ; "Be ye merciful, even as your 
Father in Heaven is mercifuL" God has been merciful to us in ten 
thousand ways ; but in none so effectually, as in enlightening us to 
know his will, and urging us to embrace the offered mercy of the 
Gospel. So should we be merciful to those who look up to us, under 
God, for the instruction of their souls in heavenly wisdom. Be it 
ever remembered by us, that our Saviour most emphatically declared, 
that his Gk)8pel was designed for the poor. We have the poor ever 
in our houses, on our farms, and in our service. Are we not bound to 
see that the Gospel is preached unto them ? And this leads me to a 
third consideration. I mean that entire dependence upon us which 
forms the ground of our fearful accountability, and their just and pa- 
thetic appeal to our compassion. Just in proportion as any of our 
fellow- creatures are dependent upon us, are we responsible for them. 
It is a most solemn consideration, that we are all so connected in this 
world, as to exert a moral influence over each other, which extends 
into eternity. We may promote or hinder the salvation of each 
other's Immortal souls. How fearfully true is this, in relation to our 
slaves! How entirely are they at our disposal! What is there 
which they can call their own! Their time, that precious talent 
which is to purchase eternity, is all ours : ours the tender period of 
infancy : ours the interesting season of youth, either to improve or 



PASTORAL LETTER. 9 

nel^lect: manhood, and all its strength, is ours; their days of labor 
and days of rest, are ours ; it is ours to say when and where, or 
whether they shall meet at all, for the worship of God : it is ours to 
legislate for their souls and bodies, and say whether they shall read 
the word of God for themselves, or hear it from others. How fearful 
the trust reposed in us? Who does not tremble at thought of the 
responsibility which must belong to it? If we must render an ac 
count for the right use of the silver and gold committed to us ; if the 
rust thereof shall witness against us ; if the hire of those who have 
reaped our fields, which has been unjustly withheld, shall cry out 
against us ; oh! what will become of us, when we shall stand charged 
with the guilt of neglecting the immortal souls of those who have 
been devoting their time and strength to our service ? What must be 
our condition, when we see them perishing through that ignorance 
which we sought not to remove ? Does not every generous feeling of 
our nature call upon us to have compassion on those whose time is 
spent in toiling for us, while we, in the enjoyment of ample leisure, 
can read the holy volume, and every religious publication of the day, 
and frequent every meeting of God's people, and abound in all reli- 
gious privileges? When we sometimes hear those who are thus high- 
ly favored, speak as though they could never have enough of such re- 
ligious opportunities, and complain if they are not almost daily or 
nightly in the midst of the assemblies of God's people, as if their 
Bouls could not live out of such a spiritual atmosphere, we have wish- 
ed that they would but think, for a moment, of thousands amongst us 
who cannot read the word of God, and but seldom hear it ; and whose 
instruction in the truth, is so little the object of concern to their ovm- 
ers, to God's ministers, or any other persons whatsoever. It is deeply 
affecting to think, how few of our servants attend any religious meet- 
ings whatever ; but either spend their Sabbaths in idleness at home, 
or go abroad in pursuit of any thing, rather than the salvation of their 
souls. It is mortifying to think how many of those who attend, have 
no suitable place provided for them, and no wholesome instruction 
adapted to their capacity ; and are, therefore, either asleep in some 
small gallery, or wandering around the house, as if uninterested in 
all that was passing within. It is dreadful to think how, while the 
little ones of a more favored color, are the objects of such deep anxi- 
ety and laborious zeal throughout our country, while Sunday schools 
are multiplying in every direction, and books and tracts are thickly 
scattered over the land for their benefit, scarcely any thing is yet 
doing for the moral benefit of hundreds of thousands of these poor 
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little ignorant creatures, who are growing up under every possible 
disadvantage, and exposed to the strongest temptations to every vice. 
Until more attention is paid to this duty, we cannot expect any material 
improvement in the moral and religious condition of our servants. 

I come now to the last consideration by which I shall urge to this 
duty, which may be summed up in one word — "Consistency." The 
zeal of Christians in behalf of distant objects is frequently assailed 
and rebuked by those of a differant spu-it, with the oft quoted saying 
that ''charity begins at iiume." Neither these words, nor the senti- 
ment intended to be conveyed by them, are to be found, as some sup- 
pose, among the inspired precepts of our religion ; but we could wish, 
indeed, that, in their plain meaning, they were applied to the duty 
we are now reconmiending. If he who, through indolence or vice, 
provideth not for his own family, as to the needful comforts of this 
life, acts worse than many infidels who profess not to be governed by 
such high and holy motives, how deeply guilty and strangely incon- 
sistent must they be who under pretence of other engagements, neg- 
lect to make provision for the immortal souls of their household. I 
need not say to those unto whom these pages are addressed, that he 
who writes them is no enemy to the most enlarged schemes of benev- 
olence. This is an age of mighty effort, generous zeal and expansive 
beneficence. We rejoice that it is so. It is pleasin(g to witness the 
efforts which are making to impart the Gospel to the poor Indians, 
whose goodly heritage we now possess ; but is there no other unhappy 
race to which our countrymen are deeply indebted for wrongs in times 
past, and for present services I It is the will of God, and the duty of 
Christians, to see that the Gospel be restored in its purity to ancient 
Greece, and be sent at any expense to Asia, Africa, and to the isles of 
the sea; but can it be right to pass by the cabin of the poor negro 
slave, who lives at our door in ignorance and sin. By such neglect 
how do we expose ourselves and religion to the most injurious suspi- 
cions, and disgraceful insinuations? Can we wonder that an enemy 
should say — Is this fair, lovely and of good report, to take the pro- 
ceeds of the toil of the slave, to send the light of truth to the Hindoo 
the Hottentot, or the South Sea Islander, and leave him in darkness t 
Or is it to provide for our own household, to go, as many pious Sun- 
day school teachers have done, many miles on a Sabbath morning, to 
teach a few children, chiefly perhaps, of wealthy and pious parents, 
leaving behind a far greater number of poor ignorant slaves, of every 
age, who might be taught, if not to read, still to understand the bless- 
ed Bible, as read and explained to them by one who is competent 



lo the task. Would to Gkxl that these charges were not but too true. 

2. Having presented some of the considerations which ought to 
stimulate our 2eal and diligence in this cause of humanity and ireli* 
gion, J would, in the second place> notice the two principal objections 
which are usually brought forward in excuse for the neglect of which 
we complain. 

The first of these objections is commonly expressed thus. There is 
something in the condition of a slave, which makes it unsafe to show 
him much kindness, lest he be lifted up and rendered dissatisfied with 
his state ; and, especially, that any attempt at enlightening his mind, 
serves only to show him more of his unhappiness, to excite his desires 
after higher things, and unfit him for the station in which Providence 
has placed him. 

Now that this might be true of much which some misguided and 
generous persons would wish to have done for them ; that it would be 
the result of any attempt, through false tenderness, at relaxing whole" 
eome discipline, or of indulging them in idleness and improper liber> 
ties, or seeking to refine their taste by a literary education, or to en- 
Unrge their minds with political science, we undertake not to deny; 
hat that it is true, or can possibly be true, of any judicious attempt 
to lastroet th^a in the word of God, and to train them, from their 
in&Dcy up, as we do our own children, in the nurture and admonition 
1^ the Lord, we can never believe, until all our views of the Christian 
rdigion are changed, or our faith in it utteiiy taken away. 

This religion is from the common father of the whole human race, 
and designed for the common benefit of all. Of one blood did he 
make all nations upon earth. He sent his Son to taste death for every 
man. So &r from the poor being in the slightest degree neglected in 
the revelation of his grace to fallen man, it was adduced by the divine 
author of our religion, as a proof that it was the truth from heaven; 
that, unlike other systems preached among men, this Gospel was 
preached to the poor. How exactly was it suited to all their needs. 
To recommend it the more, and secure their reception of it, our glori- 
e«s Emmanud chose the form of a servant, became the servant of 
•ervants, illustrating its 1)lessed doctrines by his own meek, patient, 
suffering life. How he adapted all his precepts and promises and doc- 
trines to the poor, and those who were in bondage ! Where will you find 
a word that proceeded from his lips, which could excite pride, discon- 
tent or rebeUion t On the contrary, does not the whole spirit of the 
Qospel lead us to feel that the poorest and most oppressed condition 
vpm earth is too good for such sinful beings as we all are. If there 
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be any disposed to seek high things for themselyes in this world, it is 
not the Gk)8pel of Christ which encourages their ambitious desires. 
Let us only suppose a servant who is inclined to pride, discontent and 
rebellion, to be under the teaching of the word of God. He opens 
the sacred book or it is opened to him ; he reads or he listens to 
another. He wishes to read, or hear something which is written to 
him. He hears his name mentioned, he hearkens to the words which 
are spoken. What are they f Let us see if they are words exhorting 
to a spirit of rebellion. 

Let us read the directions given by the great Apostle to his two 
sons in the faith, whom he commissioned to preach the Gospel, partic- 
ularly instructing them how and to whom they should preach it. To 
Timothy he says, "Let as many servants as are under the yoke, count 
their own masters worthy of all honor, that the naxne of God and his 
doctrine be not blasphemed. And they that have believing masters^ 
let them not despise them because they are bretluren ; but rather do 
them service, because they are faithful and beloved, partakers of the 
benefit. These things teach and exhort If any man teach otherwise, 
and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and to the ^ctrine which is according to godliness, he is 
proud, knowing nothing." Thus does the word of God, and thus must 
the ministers of God speak to servants. And how admirably 
calculated to soothe a wounded spirit and reconcile to any hardships 
of their lot, are the words which soon follow : "But godliness, with 
contentment, is great gain ; for we brought nothing into this world, 
and we can carry nothing out ; and having food and raiment, let us be 
therewith content. But they that will be rich fall into a snare and 
into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction 
and perdition." Who can, for a moment, suppose that such instruc- 
tions, coming from God himself, can be otherwise than salutary to 
those who receive them ? 

Let us turn to St. Paul's direction to Titus, and we shall find him 
delivering tiie same charge: "Speak thou the things that become 
sound doctrine." "Exhort servants to be obedient to their own mas- 
ters, and to please them well in all things ; not answering again, not 
purloining, but showing all good fidelity, that they may adorn the 
doctrine of Christ our Saviour ia all things." 

Let us also see a specimen of St. Paul's own preaching to servants, 
taken from his epistle to the Ephesians : "Servants be obedient to 
them that are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trem- 
bling, in singleness of your heart as unto Christ ; not with eye service 
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as men pleasers, but as the servants of Christ doing the will of God 
ifir^the heart; with good will doing service as to the Lord and net 
to m§n ; knowing that whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the 
same shall he receive from the Lord whether he be bond or free/' 
Can any one doubt the tendency of these precepts to render servants 
more honest, faithful and obedient ? Once more, let us read the ex- 
hortation of hi. Peter to the same class of persons. ^'Servants be 
subject to your masters with fear ; not only to the good and gentle, 
but, also, to the froward; for this is thankworthy, if a man for con- 
science toward Qod endure grief, suffering wrongfully ; for what glory 
is it, if, when ye be buffetted for your faults, ye take it patiently? but 
H when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is ac- 
ceptable with God; for even hereunto were ye called: because Christ 
also suffered, being an example, that we should follow his steps." 

Who, after reading the above holy and comforting admonitions, can, 
for a moment, hesitate to acknowledge, that this is the portion of 
spiritual food which God has designed for those who are in bondage, 
and that to withhold it, or not seek by all suitable means to supply 
it to them, is robbing them of their dearest right. Can any thing but 
-good result from offiering it to them, and pressing it upon them con- 
tinually f Can any thing but harm come from refusing it? 

The other objection which is urged against the duty for which I 
am pleading, is the difficulty, and, as some contend, the impossibility, 
of performing it successfully. We have tried it, say they, and tried 
it in vain. Though we invite them and urge them, they will not come 
to our houses or our churches, except we constrain them, and this we 
fear to do. We are impressed with the importance of doing some- 
thing for their immortal souls, but know not how to proceed. If tins, 
indeed, be so, if all our efforts prove unavailing, if the Christian reli- 
;gion cannot, by any^ means, be brought to bear upon their minds, then, 
indeed, does it seem most strange that so much should have been 
said to them and about them, that the Apostles should have preached 
so much to them, and directed their successors to do the same, that it 
should be declared that God made of one blood all men on earth, and 
that the Gospel was so emphatically designed for the poor. If they 
cannot be, by the use of proper nieans, induced to take their part and 
lot in this glorious inheritance, then should we be tempted to embrace 
the infidel hypothesis which stigmatises them as a distinct and in- 
ferior race, incapable of being operated upon by the same moral prin- 
ciples which ioflaence onr, own. But before we adopt such a auij^^oai- 
Uim, or attempt to ^«xcase oura«iTea ftom ixuc^^x ^U^t\» Xs^ ^^ ifiw^^ 
9 
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ged difficulties of the task, it would be well, in reference to the greftt 
day of account, to propose to ourselves a few solemn question^ such 
as the following. 

Have we been truly and earnestly engaged in this duty, as its im- 
portance merited! Have we felt anxious for the salvation of their 
souls! Have we given time, attention, love and labor to the duty! 
Have we been willing to make all reasonable sacrifices of their time 
and services, in order that they might have the needed instruction ! 
Have we persevered in our efforts to instruct them with any of that 
long suffering patience which God exercises toward us, and which we 
exercise towards our children! Have we not merely given them per- 
mission to attend some of our family devotions, but have we taken 
care that they, as well as onr children, should be present at the same? 
Have we acbpted our instructions to their condition, and sought to 
interest them by suitable explanations! Have we begun with them 
betimes, and endeavored, as with our children, to train them up for 
heaven. Have we, from time to time, conversed affectionately with 
them about their souls, and convinced them that we are deeply inter- 
ested for the same, far more than for the value of their services to us ! 
Have we done all these things in such a manner as shall give us quiet 
consciences in the hour of d^eath, and enable us to meet our servants, 
without fear before the bar of God! Have we done all this, and yet 
have we utterly failed ! Have none been benefited by our instruc- 
tions! Have none been thankful for our kind efforts in behalf of 
their souls! And have we after due trial, given up in despair! Let 
us beware while thus excusing ourselves, that we do not incur the 
condemnation of our own hearts, and the still heavier condemnation 
of Him who is greater than our hearts. Until we can be convinced 
that God gives a grievoys command, or enjoins an unprofitable exer- 
cise, we must believe that much of the fault lies in ourselves, and 
that we are sadly wanting in the faithful and affectionate discharge 
of our duty towards the immortal souls of our servants. We might, 
and doubtless should, as is too often the case with our children, on 
whom we bestow much anxious care, be frequently and grievously dis- 
appointed, seeing the loss of all our labor on some, whose salvation 
we greatly desire; but if we be faithfrtl and perservering, it will be 
with us, as with pious parents and true ministers of God, we shall 
have some souls to present as our jey and rejoicing before the throne 
of God. 
S, We come now to the third enquiry. On whom does this duty of 
CfbriBtian charity devolve f Ooncermng the ttoswet t% this question, 
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there can be no hesitation. The word of God and every principle of 
justice and humanity, point to those divinely commissioned men, who 
are sent to preach the Gospel to every creature ; and in conjunction 
with them, those fearfully responsible persons who are commanded lo 
render that which is just and equal to their servants, remembering 
that they also, have a master in heaven. 

Ministers of religion who have to give an account for the souls of 
men, must ever be ready unto every good work, and gladly seize upon 
all opportunities of laboring ibr the salvation of souls. All souls 
should be equally precious in their view. They especially, should 
condescend to men of low estate, and delight to instruct the ignorant. 
If their Divine Master took special pains to preach the Gospel to the 
poor; if the chief of His Apostles was careful, in his inspired epistles, 
to write so many wholesome admonitions unto servants, and did so 
authoritatively and earnestly enjoin it upon Timothy and Titus to ez. 
hort servants to their appropriate duties, what minister of Christ can 
feel himself excused from taking part in the same, especially in a 
country like ours, where such m^iltitudes present their daily and pres- 
sing claims to our charity, and when so few are found to have com- 
passion upon them. When I think upon the extraordinary zeal of the 
present day, upon the mighty efforts made to carry the Gospel, by the 
voice of the preacher, by tracts and books, to every human being, 
when I hear of the solemn protestation of many, that the salvation 
of souls, and not the promotion of a sect, is their only object, when I 
see, indeed, that mudi is done for the poor white man as well as the 
rich, and then tui*n to the two millions of a neglected race in our land, 
and think how little is done for then", I am utterly amazed, and ask, 
can the pure love of God and of the lost souls of men animate the 
Christian ministers in our land? Must not judgment begin at the 
house of God, even with his ministers, for this neglect ? When I know 
what honor and influence God hath given them with their people, 
what power to do good by their personal exertions, and by their per- 
suasions, what influence they might exert over masters and mistresses 
in behalf of their servants, I tremble for them and for myself. More 
especially, my beloved brethren, and fellow laborers in the Diocese of 
Virginia, to whom I address this official letter, when I consider what 
a multitude of these precious immortal souls belong to the families 
under your spiritual care, live and labor and die around the Churches 
in which you minister the word of life, swarm about the houses which 
you visit, and where you offer up prayer to thift QtiAol «SL>2aa^»ssSS\ft^ 
of earth, J cannot but feel a deep soUcitude oti ^o\a «kRR.w35i\»^^'^^'^ 
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as theirs. I feel truly anxious that you should discharge your port 
and duty faithfully, and show that your desire is for the salyation of 
souls, by making a full trial of your ministry in their behalf. It is in 
your power to contribute greatly to this good cause, and deep must 
be the guilt of neglecting it It will not be a sufficient excuse fdr any 
of us to say that they belong not to our communion, and that all their 
partialities are to some other. If they are destitute, if their condi- 
tion is deplorable, if we can gain access to them, if they belong i» 
the households under our care, we are debtors to them, and bound to 
seek their spiritual welfare, and until we have faithfully tried it, are 
inexcusable. Oould we take this view of our pastoral relation, some 
of us who now seem to have small congregations, would peroeiye our 
field of duty greatly enlarged, and our responsibility greatly increased. 
Did we reckon all the servants connected with the families of our 
charge, as proper objects of ministerial regard, what a great increase 
would at once take place. And are we sure that God will not thtie 
reckon them, and hold us responsible on the great day of account. 
This is a point which we should most conscientiously examine for our 
own sakes as well as theirs. If, according to scripture, we may par- 
take of a brother's guilt by not rebuking him; if there be any truth in 
the Jewish proverb, that " When the neighbor of a godly man sinneth) 
the godly man himself also sinneth," because, perchance, he did not 
do his utmost to prevent it *, what then must be our guilt, if we per- 
mit these poor creatures to perish without an effort to prevent it. If 
we could but take this view of the pastoral relation, and if our pariah- 
ioners would heartily concur in it, how much more interesting and 
extensive would our field of labor become. I cannot but hope that 
the time is not far distant, when our ministers will be so multiplied, 
and the hearts of all so turned to this duty, that our smallest parishes 
will thus be increased manifold, when high and low, rich and poor, 
shall meet together before the Lord the Maker of them all, and be 
equally the object of ministerial solicitude. If I mistake not, there 
are many masters now ready and anxious to make liberal compensa- 
tion to some faithful minister who will aid them in the discharge of 
this impartant task. I will only add, while on this point, that the 
duty of supplying to this portion of our population the best religious 
instruction becomes more imperative, from the consideration that 
recent events have induced our legislative assembly to place addition- 
al restrictions on those social meetings among themselves, in which 
^Aejr endeavor, in their poor way, to encourage and instruct each 
oiAer. May thej not indeed regard it as a CTwe\\i«tdL^ip ioVi^i \ik\\A 



depriyed of what thej consider a help to their souls, when we will 
not fumiiA them with something better as a snbstitnte t 

Equally dear is it to my mind, that a most solemn obligation rests 
on the owners of slaves to instruct them, or cause them to be instruct 
ed. Many of those affecting reasons which influence parents to train 
up their children for the Lord, Und us to exercise a holy discipline 
oy«r our seryants. Are they not equally dependent upon us ? Do 
they not grow up around us, and look up to us with reyerence t Do 
they not come and go at our bidding? Are they not ours by night 
and by day, on days of labor and days of rest t Do we not command 
them to their daily task, at any time, at any place, and do they not 
obey ff And AaJl we not, after the example of the holy men of old, 
command our households after us, in things of the deepest impor- 
tance to tlieir eternal wel&re ? Must we use our authority only for 
onr own temporal emolument, and fur the promotion of otir ease and 
.enjoyment, and not for the glory of God and the good of their soulaff 
If the Apostle's reasoning was just, that because the minist^s of re- 
ligion deyoted themselyes to the supply of spiritual things to the priyate 
members of the Church, therefore they ought to stipply carnal things, 
that is, a temporal support in return ; then surely if our seryants, by 
the employment of their time and strength, furnish us with all tem- 
poral coi]^(»ts and enjoyments, it is but just and proper that we, who 
are able to do it, should aflbrd them that instruction which they can- 
not otherwise obtain, and which is so important to their immortal 
souls. Surely €k>d could not haye tolerated, eyen for a moment, this 
relation, except it might be thus made subseryieot to good. Could 
we think otherwise, and adopt the belief that to render them the ser- 
vice for which we plead, is impracticable, then must we also of neces- 
sity embrace the doctrine of the most extrayagaht abolitionist, aoid 
conclude that the relation of master and slaye is, under all circum- 
stanees, and eyen for a moment, absolutely unlawful, and ought at all 
hazards to be immediately annihilated, becauise iinoompatible with 
God's first and dearest wish towards mankind, their instruction in 
beayenly wisdom. 

4. The fourth enquiry to be answered is, how shall this duty be 
performed! As Gk>d hath made of one blood all men on eartli, as 
flEice answereth to face in water, and the heart of man to man, so thelris 
is one religion for all, for rich and poor, bond and firee, and one way of 
its operation on the heart By the foolishness of preaching {as some 
deem it) Ood is pleased to saye such aa \>«M«^^. \\.\&H5asst^Vst«8i'^^ 
duty of all the jfrienda of the colored pQO^\^,\o ^Ao^X.^^'o^^^ ^^rtw- 
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ual method of brlDging the word of Qod to bear npon their mindfl. 

1st. Ministers of religion should be erer ready to preach the word 
of Qod to them in season and out of season, in private and in pahiie. 
They should endeavor to draw them to the house of God, and •€• 
that suitable seats be provided for their reception. They should try 
and arrest their attention while there, by special applicatioos of the 
word of Qed to them, showing how evidently the scriptures were in- 
tended for them, and how admirably calculated to promote th^ hap- 
piness. When the churches are not convenient to them, or they cm- 
not be induced to come, then let the Qospel be carried to their very 
doors, into the cabins, and from house to house. Let the aftemoona 
and evenings of the Sabbath be devoted to them, either in the dmrches 
or on the plantations. If a minister visits any family, whether on 
the evemng of the Sabbath, or any other day, let it it he regarded as 
the signal for collecting the servants, either in the mansion or in some 
of their own houses. Let this be regarded as the chief courtesy due 
to him, who should ever be ready to preach the Gospel to the poor. 
The writer is acquainted with some families where he is always sura 
to have the parlors filled with the servants of the household; but he is 
also acquainted with too many, where not even those who wait on the 
persons and tables of their owner, are even incited to attend the devo- 
tions of the family. A few words from the minister would, however, 
generally ensure this act of hospitality to a servant of Qod, Minis- 
ters should also remember this destitute class in all their assodationi^ 
and set apart at least one occasion for a special and united address t« 
them. And ought not the Bishops of the Church, in their visitations, 
to set a proper example by appropriating a portion of their time to 
this duty. Concious of failing in this respect, during the short period 
aince I have been called to my present station, I desire to amend 
without delay, and now beg my brethren of the clergy and friends of 
the laity, to consider me, in all future visitations, as a debtor to the 
servant as well as to the master, and to make such an arrangement of 
my time and services when I come amongst them, as shall best accom- 
plish the important object for which I plead. 

But in order to render effectual our preaching, which, after all, can- 
not, to any particular household, be very frequent, we must call to our 
,aid other means which experience has proved to be highly beneficial. 
We must see that our families be supplied with catechisms, tracts* 
explanations of select scriptures, and sermons adapted to the condi- 
ijon and character of servants. These, with but few exceptions, are 
jret to be prepared, for it is lamentable to t\unk\io-w l«7f Q)\]l\.^1 \S^% 
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thouBaiuifl of tracts and books which are published are suited to their 
need. "We doubt not when these shall be furnished in sufficient abun- 
dance, that there are thousands of pious persons who will take plea- 
sure in readin^^ them to their servants, who now» for want of such 
helps, neglect this duty, though with uneasy consciences. 

And now let me propose a few questions to the masters and mis- 
tresses of our State, with a view of suggesting to them the most 
effectual method of co-operating with God*s ministers 

Cannot you, at whose command servants rise up early in the morn- 
ing and repair to their several tasks, and during the day go and come 
at your bidding, and perform any duty, however laborious, without 
thinking of a refusal ; cannot you bid them repair to your parlors once 
each day, and there listen to the word of God, which they cannot 
read, but by the hearing of which they may believe and be saved! 

If this be too mudi, cannot you, once in each week, assemble them 
and read something to them about the things of eternity f If you 
cannot do it yourself, then will you not encourage some one else to 
doit! 

Can you not employ some pious person (if a minister cannot be pro- 
cured) to come among them and read to them, and talk to them, and 
pray with then", and especially to endeavor to teach the children the 
first principles of religion ? 

Are there not some of your own children able and willing to read 
to them out of Qod's word and good books! Can you not sanctify 
the Sabbath on your plantations (especially if there be no religious 
meeting near) by collecting your c[ervants and officiating as priest 
among them ! Can you not form a Sunday School on your premises, 
where, if you do not think proper to teach them to read, you may, as 
is done in many places, deliver oral instruction to the young, and thus 
make them acquainted with the first principles of religion. 

Can you not encourage your children to show their benevolence 
and requite the labors of the servants, by instructing them in the 
word of God ! 

Can you not facilitate their access to religious meetings, and en- 
courage ministers to come among them! 

Can you not converse with them affectionately, and represent to 
them their duty and the evil of sin, out of God's word ; and when you 
punish them, let them see that it is more for their sakes than yours — 
that you punish them chiefly on account of sin, and not because your 
worldly profit suffers by their misconduct \ 

Surely in these and other waya w\i\c\i V>Mk \ft«TA«oa^ <iV ^^A.-^^ 
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point out to us, if our hearts were properly affected, we shoiild bd 
able to do somethiBg for the spiritoil benefit of tliose whose time i« 
spent, and strength worn out in our serrioe. I do most earnestly be> 
eeedi my brethren of the clergy, and friends of the laity, to pcmdflr 
well what I have written, and think of it with reference to the greai 
day, before they shall determine that nothing can be done. 

H. Having thus examined tiie different questions which seetti to be- 
long to the general subject of this address, it only remains that I dnew 
to a dose by a few considerations which should encourage us all to 
enter zealously on this labor of loTe« 

And first let us be animated by the assurance that such an effiyrt 
must be acceptable to the Gk>d and Father of us all, and must 4bring 
down his blessing. He has told us not to be weary in well doing, ft»r 
in due season we shall reap if we faint not. The light, and gracioos 
smile of His countenance, is upon us, while thus we are seddng to do 
justly and love mercy. To the merciful, Gh>d will show himself mer- 
cifuL He that thus watereth others, shall be watered also himsel£ 
To teach others is the most effectual method of being confirmed otkr- 
. selves in all knowledge, especially the knowledge of holiness. While 
endeavoring to exhort them to tiie practice of piety, how strong a Be> 
cessity will rest upon us to be examples of piety. While laboring to 
explain to them the truth of God's word, what light will break in 
upon our own minds. And will not every effort to do them good in 
this way, increase our affection for them, cause us to feel more deeply 
that they are our brethren, and thus render more easy and deUgfatfnl 
the performance of every other duty? Surely none could thus afl^ 
tionately seek the salvation of their souls, and at the same time be 
unjust, cruel, or severe in other respects. And must not such love oa 
our part, produce a corresponding feeling in their hearts towards naf 
Will they not regard, with respectful affecticm, those who are so eW- 
dently interested for their eternal welfare ? Will not such a course 
of conduct greatly change and improve the whole relation of master 
and servant, and extract much of the bitterness of that evil which all 
deeply lament! Shall we not thus, in some good degree, substitute 
religious principle for that slavish fear which now is the chief motive 
of their conduct! Shall we not have among them some sincere 
friends, who truly love us and desire our welfare? May there not 
be many Onesimuses, who from being unprofitable become profitable, 
from mere servants, rise above servants, and become brothers beloved 
la the Lordf May not the blessings of the Lord b« ^ured upon our 
^/ miii m Mod all ve luiFe, in answer to the v^ayere, end aa «ki%w«at^\A 



the fidelity of righteous Berrants, who thus pttfve as Josephs to the 
households where thej dwell) .If. such a Christian feeling influenced 
the hearts of masters and mistresses, if such pains were taken to do 
them the greatest good of which they are capable, and which of course 
would lead to all lesser acts of justice and kindnass, need we stand in 
fearful apprehension of certain awful calamities isupposed to overhang 
our own heads or those of our posterity? While seeking to render 
their situation as comfortable and beneficial as possible, might we not 
confidently look up to heaven, and pray that those calamities may be 
averted! !6ut above all, what high and holy encouragement to efifort 
have we in the thought that our sincere and prayerful endeavors may 
be the means of saving some of their immortal souls from everlasting 
perdition. Soon shall we and our servants, stand together before the 
bar of our Almighty Judge, and oh I what rapture in the thought that 
some of them may rise up and call us blessed, because we are the in- 
struments of their conversion and salvation. How can we otherwise 
than resolve to make an effort at least for such an honor and unspeak- 
able felicity f There are those in our land who would gladly labor in 
this field of duty, if it were permitted, and there are others who de- 
liflrht to cast reproaches upon us, aud represent us as even more guilty 
than we really are. The former we cannot employ, because of their 
utter ignorance of our real condition, and because of certain prejudi- 
ces of birth and education which unfit them for the task; the latter 
we can only silence by engaging heartily in the cause ourselves. 
When we undertake the work in good earnest ourselves, then can we 
with clean consciences bid those whom we call intruders from a dis- 
tance, not to intermeddle with a duty delicate and difficult in the ex- 
treme, and which none but ourselves are competent to perform. The 
trath of this consideration is beginning to be more and more deeply 
felt throughout all our Southern country, and in some parts of it the 
reformation has commenced. And this leads me to mention the last 
and inost powerful encouragement which calls us to this labor of love. 
I mean the successful example which has been set us in certain por- 
tions of our Southern country. In all things man is more influenced 
by example, than by any other consideration. I trust that it may be 
so in the present instance. The beginning of this good work (so far 
al least as it has been carried on in our own church) is to be traced to 
the venerable society for propagating Christianity in foreign parts* 
which was formed in our mother country and mother c\i^}x^\v^^B^<st^ 
than a centnrjr ago. Some of its teacheta wid TDi^a\oTi».rift%'^«^^ ^'*3S!i«» 
over to Sontb Carolina and other colomea, tometacuc.ViVStt^ft^S^'^'^^''^'^*^ 
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Christian religion. Most faithfully indeed did they perform their' 
duty, and the effects of it are still visible in some of the families 
whose ancestors were the favored objects of their religious care. 
The author of this Pastoral Letter was called by a kindred duty, to 
visit the city of Charleston about fifteen years since, and then was 
struck with the venerable appearance of some very aged servants, who 
with their children around them occupied certain seats in the aisles of 
the churches, and were humbly, yet audibly, uniting with their masters 
and mistresses in the responses of the liturgy. On inquiry he was 
told that these were the remaining fruits of the labors of that socis- 
ty before the separation of this from the mother country. On further 
inquiry he found, that as in no part of our Southern or even Northern 
country, ministers of the Gospel were more attentive to the religious 
instruction of the negroes, so, in no place, was there so much intelli- 
gence and apparent piety among them. It was gratifying to learn 
that this too was done with the willing concurrence of their owners, 
who interposed no obstacles to the benevolent efforts in their behalf. 
It is yet more gratifying to know that this zeal on the part of the cler- 
gy increases,^ and this silent permission of the owners has, in many in- 
stances, become a warm and active principle, and that a goodly num- 
?«er of the best and wealthiest citizens of Carolina and Georgia are 
taking vigorous measures for the instruction of their servants. InviU 
only add, that the Journals of the Conventions of our Church in those 
States, furnish evidence of what I have already stated, viz: of a much 
greater attention to this duty on the part of our Southern brethren, 
than among ourselves. It is pleasing to perceive that, in the paroch- 
ial reports, the number of baptism«i, burials, confirmations, and addi- 
tional communicants among the colored people, is as regularly returned 
as among the whites. In the last Journal of the S. C. Convention, the 
Rev. Dr. Gadsden reports, among the colored people, forty-four bap- 
tisms, twelve marriages, twenty -five funerals, one hundred and eighty 
communicants, seventeen confirmed, one hundred and seventy-four Sun- 
day Scholars. The Rev. Mr. Tschudy reports, from a country parish, 
twenty- two colored adults baptized, and thirty-five colored communi- 
cants. The Rev. Mr. Walker, of Beaufort, reports twenty^-eight coloi ed 
adults baptized, nineteen confirmed, and fifty-two communicants. I ad* 
duce these as the most encouraging instances of ministerial zeal, and 
success, in order to stimulate myself, and yon my brethren, to greater 
dUlffence in this cause. I know not how it may be with you, but as 
io myaelf, though I have been for twenty-foux yeaxA l&boring a little 
xo bebM of tbeae oiv neglected fellow\)emgR, ^eV, >3i^Bt^ \ft tmAJcm^^ 
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trhich canses sach a painful apprehension in my mind, when I think 
of rendering in the account of my Btewardship to the Great Master 
of us all, as the thought of them. Hay we all have grace so to labor 
in the future, as not to have such great cause for painful apprehension. 
Let us lay this matter continually before^ God, and beseech him to 
teach us our duty, and enable us to perform it. The example of others 
calls us to energetic action. If we do not follow, we shall in the fu- 
ture, be more guilty. This subject is now brought by the Spirit and 
providence of God more clearly and impressively before our minds 
than at any former period, and it must be attended to. To use the 
language of an eloquent defender of the cause in the South — 

''A public sentiment on this subject has now begun its existence. It 
must become as universal as that on Temperance, or auy other work 
of philanthrophy and Christian benevolence. It must live. It must 
be cherished. We hope that the attention of our countrymen will be 
turned to the moral and religious condition of negroes ; and that af- 
ter a lapse of time, it will be unusual to find a plantation deprived of 
the means of grace. The work itself is great. It ia difficult. There 
IB much in it to damp our ardor, and induce discouragement. To preach 
the Gospel to any people, however improved, and however favorably 
situated, is discouraging ; but to preach it to the most ignorant and 
degraded, laboring under every disadvantage, is discouraging in the 
extreme. But it is the work of God. He can cause mountains to be- 
come plains and rough places to become smooth. In Him must be 
our trust* For Him there is a sufficiency of power and wisdom and 
grace. And there is a glory in the work which the Apostle to the 
Gentiles, were he alive, would covet. In imitation of his Master, he 
was forward to remember the poor. He strove to preach the Gospel, 
nfll where Christ was named, lest he should build upon another man's 
foundation. We tread an untrodden field of enterprise, and the sub- 
jects of our regard are the poorest of the poor. Finally, men and 
brethren, the cry of our perishing servants comes up to us from the 
sultry plains, as they bend at their toils. It comes up to us from the 
midst of their ignorance, and superstition, and adullery, and lewdness. 
.Shall we disregard it? The cry is passing up to God, and He will 
liear it. In a little while our opportunity of doing good to our ser- 
TwaiB will be gone for ever. In a little while we shall have done with 
k. Hie artificial distinctions of this world. We shall sleep in the ground, 
aide by ude with them, and return to dust as soon as they. In. «. \\^^«^ 
while we shall meet them before Christ the 3\i<^«, V^^ Ckt^a^* ^^&&sSvst 
of all, with whom there is no respect of peT&oua. "B.^ Vi!i2L «k3 '^^ '^^•» 
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"These were your servants on earth. They labored for you ten, &{* 
teen, twenty, thirty years. They wore out their lives to supply you 
with food, and raiment, and conveniences, and luxuries of your mor- 
tal life. Tou had them wholly at yoiu* disposal Tou had my GUm- 
pel in your hands. I made you the almoners of my grace to them. 
Did you remember their never-dying souls? While they commmiica- 
ted to you of temporal things, did you communicate to them of spirit- 
ual things ? Bid you urge and entreat them to come to me, who a] one 
could give the weary and heavy laden rest! Did you allow them 
time to seek my face? Or did you neglect their eternal interests? 
Did you treat them like the beasts that perish? Were they merely 
the instruments of your profit or of your pleasures? Did you forget 
that they were your fellow creatures.^ Did you forget the price that 
I paid for their redemption ? Did you leave them to perish eternally?** 
Every Awner of slaves has an account to render to Gk>d for his treat- 
ment of their. OI how fearful will be his account, who knowingly 
and wilfully, will permit them to go down from his fields, and from 
his very dwelling into the bottomless pit, without making a solitary 
effort to save them ? "He that hath ears to hear, let him hear T* 
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The following Statement has been ftimiihed at my reqneflt, by the Rey. Mr. Trap- 
ier, of Charleston, S. 0.-— a most worthy ministtt of the Episcopal Church, who has 
denroted himself entirely to the ministry among the colored people. 

W. MEADE. 

The souls of slaves have always been cared for by Christians; nor 
anywhere more promptly and earnestly than in this country, and es- 
pecially in its Southern parts, as might be shown in full, were it pos- 
sible for us to enter into details in this appendix. 

Btfore the Bevolution, within three years from the introduction of 
negroes (A. D., 1620) by the Dutch into Virginia, the law, embodying 
as well as directing and inviting public opinion and action, provided 
that "all the servants of the colonists should be taken regularly to 
church and catechized." This good work, we have reason to think, 
was carried on thenceforth, though doubtless by no means as gener- 
ally, nor as faithfully as it should have been, yet to some extent, in 
one after another of the colonies as they came successively in posses- 
sion of this kind of property, and were consequently intrusted with 
I the responsibilities inseparable from it. 

They were soon stirred up also to more zeal by good men in the 
mother country — ^witness the "Ohristian Directory,* * of the excellent 
non-conformist Baxter, (A. D., 1678,) in which he has a chapter of 
"Directions to those Masters in Foreign Plantations, who have negroes 
and other slaves." A. D., 1701, the ''Society for the Propagation of 
the Gospel in Foreign Parts,'' was incorporated for the purpose, ex- 
pressly, though secondarily, of extending the Gospel to the negr(»es ; 
and to this its efforts were directed the very next year, by sending a 
missionary to South Carolina; and thenceforth by keeping up a sup- 
ply of them in the colboies, with injunctions that they should take 
the negroes no less than the whites under their pastoral care. Under 
the auspices of this Society, schools for slaves were established as 
«arly as A. D., 1704. Bishop Gibson of London, as the Diocesan, ad- 
fSressed in 1727, his well known letters to masters and mistresses, and 
%o missionaries respectively, wherein are advice and exhortations^ sur- 
^Mwaed by nothing ainee; and 10,000 copi^ oi \]ii^«ft^«£^ ^^tiH* \» ^^ 
%be eolomeB taid to the British West Indda l%\«A!dA. 
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We have indeed grounds for apprehending that these pious endear- 
ors in England, did not meet with due encouragement or success ; for 
they had to contend even then against the iniidel notion, that negroet 
were of a different species from the white race, as well as against the 
fear lest their being baptized would be inconsistent with their contin- 
uance in a state of slavery. Bishop Berkeley, (A. D., 1725,) notices 
and rebukes both these errors, and. laments that, owing to them, and 
moreover to the bad character of many, not of the missionaries of the 
Society, but of other ministers who had been allowed to come out to 
this country, *^small care hath been taken to convert the negroes." 
But Archbishop Seeker, (A. D., 1741,) tells tis that, **inless than forty 
years great multitudes, on the whole, of negroes had been brought 
over to the Ohristian faith." T))e Revolution dispersed most of the 
missionaries of this Society; and at its close only four of them were 
to be found in all the Southern States. 

The example of the Churchmen of England was, however, not lost 
upon other Ohristians. The MOTavians had a mission exclusively for 
negroes as early as A. D., 1738 ; and their missionaries, soon after, an- 
dortook long and difficult joumies through Maryland, Virginia, and 
the borders of North Carolina, to preach the gospel to the negroes ; 
but, various proprietors distrusting them as strangers, they were con- 
strained to cease from these efforts ; though they continued to labor 
for the same purpose in more Northern regions. The Presbyteriaos 
of Virginia followed in this good work through a series of years, from 
A. D., 1747, and at times with considerable success. Methodism from 
its introduction, (A. D., 1766,) has uniformly concerned itself active- 
ly in behalf of this class, and has all along included many of them 
among its members. And, lastly, the Baptists, though they did not 
find their way so far South, till towards the era of the Rerolutioo, 
have not failed to engage extensively in this labor of love. 

Thus it appears, that, during this period, though the negroes reeei* 
ved not from the colonists themselves a solitary missionary devoteid 
exclusively to their good, and though there was not a single society, 
that we know of, established in the colonies for this express design, 
yet these people were not wholly neglected. Not only was there 
great interest felt and shewn in Europe in their welfkre by societiciB 
and by men of eminence for wisdom, learning and piety ; nor were 
only able appeals made in their behalf; but missionaries were sellt 
over to them. And there were owners of them in this country, who did 
to Bome extent desire and attempt their to^xxLtiUoti. Many of fh«ni 
were received into Ohristian commtittioii ; t\i« Twt woA ^^ jjtV'i^m^ 
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of the Lord's day were secured to them by custom and by law : so 
that, were it possible for us to obtain the pastoral statistics of those 
170 years, it might appear that the negroes then received a larger 
share of religious instruction, than from the few facts now to be 
reached, many would be led to.snppoee. * 

Since the Revolution, more and more has been doing for Southern 
slaves. 

There would be little use in giving the imperiect statistics of the 
several bodies of Christians, to whom we have already referred. But 
we may remark in general, that the I^on-Episcopal denominations, 
complete previously in their ecclesiastical organizations, and happily 
for them, not hampered by union with the State, nor therefore shat- 
tered as was our church, by political severance of thier country from 
England, were able to go on'with less of disturbance during the civil 
strife, and after its subsidence ; and therefore soon outstriped us in 
this charity. Especially is this true of the Baptists and Methodists, 
about whose modes of action there are certain peculiarities, singularly 
attractive to the negro ; and accordingly the numbers in these two 
communions have been increasing steadily, till they have embraced by 
far the larger proportion of those of the negroes, who have made pre- 
tensions to religion. Colored people, however, have been allowed by 
them to be leaders of classes, and to preach, and to gather in some 
instances congregations apart from the whites, and evils have thence 
resulted. Nevertheless, we bear testimony cheerfully to the good which 
has been done by both of these zealous bodies of Christians. From 
some of their latest returns, we learn that there are at least 100,000 
colored communicants in connection with the Baptists, and 147,000 with 
the Methodists. The Presbyterians are supposed to have about 7,000 
Other denominations, (inclusive of our church,) contain probably in 
the aggregate 20,C0e. So that of the 8,000,000 of slaves, as by the 
last census, there are professedly Christian about 270,000. 

As to Episcopalians in particular: At the beginning of this period, 
our Church, just recovering from the shock of the Revolution, was 
t^ken up necessarily with the task, first, of re-uniting its "disjecta 
wnembra;*' then of adapting itself to the untried exigencies of its 
«eparate existence ; and for many years in struggling against prejudices 
and oppoffltion from without, and even from within. Unavoidably, 
therefore, it was turned aside from the path in which it had formerly 
"been leading; and numbers of negroes were thereby lost from oui feW.^ 

* The antboriUea for the preceding statement, wW\ \» tQi«u«L ^bJksftl Vo^X^a* ^^se«. ^-^ 
<&• R0r*d Dr, O. 0, Jones, on the <<Belii^xuilAitaroi^«atil ^««cckMr 
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and others, who might have been brought into it, were gathered else* 
where. 

Within the last thirty years, however, our Church has been waking 
up, far more than ever before, to a sense of her duty in this respect. 
In the minds of her laity, many of whom are probably among the 
largest slaveholders, there has been a spreading and deepening convic- 
tion, that on grounds even of economy and expediency, it is best that 
their servants should be Christians ; and pious owners are feeling 
more and more solemnly, that if they would themselves be saved, 
they must give the gospel to those for whom they are to answer at 
the judgment seat of Christ. Many even, who care little for the gos- 
pel for their own souls' sake, desire it for their servants ; and are wil- 
ling to pay for it hundreds of dollars each, by employing missionaries 
at the expense sometimes of a single planter, or by the contributions 
of several ; and if none such can be found, then to place their people 
under the care of the parish minister, or even, as a last resort, under 
that of some Methodist or Baptist. Southern clergymen consequently 
are called upon very generally to take charge of these people; and 
most of them are doing so ; as may be seen by their parochial reports, 
and by the annual addresses of our bishops. From these it appears 
that in some of the Dioceses, the colored people baptized and confirm- 
ed are almost twiee as many as the whites, and that nearly as many 
of the former as of the latter are communicants. So imperfect, how- 
ever, are the statistics, seldom distinguishing the two classes, that it is 
not possible to arrive at any accurate estimate of the numbers of 
slaves connected with our church. From the Journals of Conventions 
we gather little else than the fact, that in most of the parishes they 
are among the objects of pastoral care, and recipients, many of them, 
of Christian ordinances. But, if we may infer from the proportions 
they bear to white persons in the Dioceses, whose statistics are more 
minute, we may conclude that within the limits of the Southern 
Church, they comprise about one-fourth of its baptized members, and 
that not less than 10,000 slaves are communicants within its fold. In 
South Carolinia, for example, (where alone, so far as we have noticed, 
the parochial returns of these two classes specify them distinctively,) 
there were within the last year only 21 whites ; but 206 colored adults, 
and 304 white; but 582 colored children baptized; 468 white and 821 
colored catechized; 2683 white and 2230 colored communicants. Not 
2B there a single report wherein these latter are not enumerated as 
oonatitutiDg a part, and often a greater part, oi tVie c\xt^ of tVie pastor. 
One of the country clergy hiw nnder hia cb«rg« \S i^\«xi\.tt.\\oTiv txsoif^ 
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taming about 2,500 slaves; and in this parish the planters have erect* 
ed, each at his own expenae, seven chapels for the use of their peopU. 
Another country parish numbers 359 colored communicants, and a 
church in Charleston nearly 200; there being at least 2000 in connec- 
tion with the Episcopal congregations in that city, where they have 
also a buUding put up expressly for their usct under a minister, who 
oQakes it his business to teach them in ways adapted to their spiritual 
needs and mental capacities. Similar buildings, given up even more 
exclusively to them, are in two of the country parishes under the pas- 
torship of clergymen who attend entirely to them ; of whom the one 
has 110 communicants, and the other 124. In North Carolina it is well 
known that ministers have been for many years similarly occu^ned, 
under engagements with owners of large plantations in the lower 
parts of the State, and the results have been very encouraging. In 
OecNTgia on the Ogeechee river, and elsewhere, the same has long been 
the case. In Mississippi, six years ago, several ministers were devot- 
ing themselves entirely to this work on plantations, and |500 a year 
were offered by a single planter for such services among his people. 
In Maryland, in the same year, one half of the parochial reports 
made mention of colored people as admitted to Christian ordinances, 
ci an ''African church" in Baltimore under a white pastor, of a cate- 
dMtical class, numbering 104 colored people ; and within the present 
year we have heard of a colored Sunday school in Washington city, 
under the care of a Rector, which has on its list more than 500, and 
often nearly 300 present — and the bishops is said to have estimated 
that the proportion of colored people among the communicants, in 
the lower counties of the State, is between one-fourth and one-fifth 
of the whole. 

How many of these, thus ostensibly connected with our church, are 
tmly piom, can of course be known only to the Searcher of hearts. 
Bat we have confidence enough in our clergy to believe, that the 
■egroea under their care will compare well with those of other com- 
■mnioiis for consistency of Christian character. At all events, we are 
tore that, if this be not so, those who are set to watch over them 
aust be more than ordinarily to blame ; for each year's experience 
ftrengthens our conviction that the influences of our church, if brought 
to bear upon these people in the true spirit of our prayer book, as it 
it in that of the Bible, are of all on earth the best for their souls. 
Le« likely perhaps than other systems to gain u^xilVv^m tvs^v^-^ %^^ 
wwjB of our cbnrch, we are persuaded, ate ixoiie Wie \«k^^ «v»^ \»^frvsi 
f, im duo time, through the in-workmfs of UVa vtom\^^^ ^im».v» 
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the obedience of Christ. Abstaining wisely from presenting religion 
to them as an outward pageant, and from working unduly upon their 
singrularly excitable temperaments; discouraging in them all depend- 
ance upon ^'frames and feelings," yet not feeding them upon the husks 
of a technical and metaphysical theology; our church has happily 
through her frequent chanting, the means of calling into exercise 
their amazing ear for music. With her responslTe seryice she can de- 
light them, by letting them feel that they too have a share in the 
felliiwship of public worship. Her affectionate mode of address to 
all alike of her members, placing them as in the sight of Qod, on an 
equality of holy privileges, can scarcely fail to win their good will. 
Her stated forms of spiritual devotion, by bringing the same words of 
prayer and praise, every Sunday, to their minds, must afford inestima- 
ble helps through their memories to their understandings, in drawing 
near with their hearts to the throne of grace ; while from the frequent 
repetition of the moral law of the ten commandments, they are con- 
strained to a knowledge of at least the letter of its requirements ; as 
of the will of God more generally, from the large portions of His 
word read continually in their hearing. The recurrence, too, of the 
stated days of our church's sacred year, connot but be expected t» 
make them familiar with the great truths of the gospel, commemora- 
ted thereon. Above all, the pedns taken te eatechise them, it may 
reasonably be hoped, will result in imparting to them, in due course 
of years, a competent knowledge of truth in its several parts and re- 
lations ; thereby training up, slowly perhaps, but surely, a generation 
of slaves, who will be not inferior in moral worth, to the laboring 
classes in any country; and of whom many, we may humbly trust, 
will, through the Uessing of God, give thanks to Him eternally, that 
their forefathers were brought, though by wicked men and wicked 
means, and therefore unjustifiably, yet of God, from the heatheaisiD 
of Africa to this Christian land. 
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